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Abstract: In today’s changing world if states are to thrive, they have to have 
sufficient amount of knowledge, data and analyzed material not only about 
themselves or their domestic policy but also about other actors, their behavior and 
general trends in international system. Therefore, the generality of states have already 
established a number of think tanks so as to have aforementioned materials. As a 
result, think tanks now play a key role in global political processes. Also, what is 
important is that their scope of actions is not limited within one area which makes 
their role even more essential. 




Think tank is a term which carries a meaning of a group of people whose task 
and job is nothing but to study, have discussions, contemplate, read and in the end 
write about the results. Usually the thing that they write is closely connected with 
things that are crucial for humanity. If think tanks are regarded as universities, it is 
probably right to think so, but with a slightly different orientation. It can be described 
as a university with highly skilled professionals but without students and teaching 
process, since the sole thing they should do during their work is to conduct researches 
by analyzing tons of data related to the scope of their research.  
Think tanks’ function 
“Think tanks are public-policy research analysis and engagement organizations 
that generate policy-oriented research, analysis, and advice on domestic and 
international issues, thereby enabling policymakers and the public to make informed 
decisions about public policy. Think tanks may be affiliated or independent 
institutions that are structured as permanent bodies, not ad hoc commissions”1. In 
addition, think tanks are laboratories that conduct researches as well as analyze the 
materials related to the topic of their discussion and thoroughly study them to 
facilitate policymakers with sufficient amount of recommendations and guidance, by 
doing so think tanks help policymakers to systematize and formulate policies. These 
analyses can be of either domestic issues or issues at international level. What must 
be mentioned here is that there is almost no any think tank that can cover all the 
 
1 ‘2015 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report’, translated, Al-Bayan Center for Planning and Studies, 10/04/2016; 
pgs. 4-5 for more information http://www.bayancenter.org/2016/04/1936/  
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issues around the globe; therefore, these centers tend to specialize in certain 
intellectual, political, scientific issues. They are in service of developing and 
bettering the policy making process as well as enabling governments to formulate 
future vision of state or society. What is more these analytical centers are regarded as 
centers which “gather and organize distinct and specialized group of researchers 
working on an in-depth and extensive study to provide consulting or future scenarios 
that can help policymakers to modify or draw policy based on these proposals in 
different areas.”2  
It must be mentioned that think tanks can work in different areas. There are 
some which work in the scope of local geographic area, whereas there are others that 
try to cover the whole globe. What is more they might have different focus which can 
range from politics, economics, security, strategy, and technology to education. There 
are various types of analytical centers according to their level of independence or 
affiliation to particular people, political parties or organizations. Below we look 
through these categories of think tanks: 
Autonomous and independent think tanks3 - they have significant independence 
from any one interest group or donor and autonomous in its operation and funding 
from government. 
Quasi-independent - Autonomous from government but controlled by an interest 
group, donor or contracting agency that provides a majority of funding and has 
significant influence over operations of the think tank.  
Government affiliated - a part of the formal structure of government. 
Quasi-governmental - funded exclusively by government grants and contracts 
but not a part of the formal structure of government. 
University affiliated - a policy research center at a university. 
Political party affiliated - formally affiliated with a political party. 
Corporate (for profit) - these are a for-profit policy research organization, 
affiliated with a corporation or merely operating on a for-profit basis.4 
Apart from that some scholars of the field have attempted to create a distinctive 
character, task and definitions of research centers, study centers and think tanks. 
Because they are in general seem to be relatively close in their responsibilities and 
also there is a claim that drawing studies objectively as well as serving the academic 
purpose in a neutral focus is something that neither research nor study centers do. But 
when it comes to think tanks in their strategic plan they have clear-cut, specified and 
detailed goals which is directed to get engaged in the usual decision making process 
 
2 Khalid Elewi Al-Ardawi, ‘Activating the role of research centers in Iraq’s policymaking’, Euphrates Center for 
Development and Strategic Studies, 13/05/2013; p. 2. 
3 http://www.aalep.eu/distribution-think-tanks-europe 
4Distribution of think tanks in Europe, submitted by Christian on Sun, 05/23/21 15:34 http://www.aalep.eu/distribution-
think-tanks-europe  
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in politics. These centers are the liaisons between society and government; academic 
communities and policymakers, in other words they transliterate the words of the 
public into an understandable, accessible as well as reliable language for the 
policymaking communities.5 
Also one can consider the emergence of think tanks as a result of vital events in 
the history of a country, or as a result of the issues of national urgency that leads to 
the search for the best political solutions, and they are, in many cases, ones that stem 
from individual ideas or a group of people with long term visions.6 
Regarding think tanks’ impact on global political processes scholars of the field 
have various opinions. But what is crystal clear is that they are there to contribute to 
policymaking process by providing all the necessary information, research and results 
to policymakers to address the issue on agenda. Therefore, whether directly or 
indirectly these centers have a huge influence on policy, making process through their 
research and analysis. Although our focus is on their level of influence over global 
political processes, this does not necessarily mean they concentrate only on politics. 
This may range from politics to economy, finance, military, culture technology and 
others. According to latest counts there are 1984 think tanks in the United States of 
America7 and 374 of them are situated in Washington DC. All of them work to 
provide the policymakers with latest studies, trends, reports to make better external 
political decisions.  
Decision-making process is not only based on theoretical rules and logical 
calculations toward successful results, and there is no frame of reference for 
integrated and reliable in decision-making either, as certain ambiguities and lack of 
information took control of many important and fateful decisions that shook the 
international arena during the last century. Those who study the decision-making 
process and even those involved in making some of the past and important ones are 
subject to complex and vague parts in the process.8  
In the process of establishing facts and knowledge and also achieving realistic 
outcomes through conducted researches and studies think tanks have always had a 
role that is hard to substitute with any other centers’ role. The think tanks are 
involved in international changes and are at the center of decision making in 
informational derivation. Of course, other research centers or institutions have a say 
in these processes, but the focal role has always been think tanks. This is thanks to 
their work ethics and contribution. Furthermore, there might be a correlation between 
 
5 ‘2015 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report’, translated, Al-Bayan Center for Planning and Studies, 10/04/2016; pg. 
5. 
6 Amy Congor Baitencourt, National dialogue on the the establishment of think tanks, Journal of Strategic Observers, 
No. 9-1, Kashif Center for Strategic Studies, 2005; pg. 44. 
7 https://thebestschools.org/features/most-influential-think-tanks/  
8 Ali Abdul Ridha, ‘Who makes the decisions’, Al-Nabaa Magazine, Nabaa, news and information network, No.7, Issue 
30-31, 1999. 
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think tanks’ influence on decision making process as well as the policymaker in 
specific cases. In that case more than often these think tanks are financed by 
profitable corporation, organization or even a governmental institution itself. Then 
the centers will endeavor to find ways to issue their studies and findings that will be a 
helpful hand for the policymaker in coming up with decisions. These decisions are or 
must be in direct interest of an organization supporting the policymaker. 
Amidst international change some policymakers sought to adopt or create 
research institutions or think tanks centers that will help the policymaker, as well as 
“these centers usually face financial or legal hardships thus the policymaker himself 
or the institution that he administers is usually supportive of the institution (or center) 
when carrying out his work or making decisions9.  
It needs to be mentioned that today there are around 7000 think tanks globally 
and the number is keeping up10. Therefore, it is beyond our abilities to cover all of 
them and gauge their level of influence on global political processes. However, as a 
part of our dissertation paper some of the most influential think tanks will be 
analyzed.  
Throughout the years of existence think tanks have contributed positively to 
political processes on a global scale and helped countries to have analyzed 
information and to shape their policy. One of the most successful think tanks is 
Brookings Institution. It is a think tank which is mostly respected and is considered to 
be the most prestigious analytical center in the United States. Many of the presidents 
have been advised by this institution on how to control the administration without any 
extra effort. Furthermore, intelligence operations, federal budget and homeland 
security have been formed and reformed and also been shaped by the publications of 
the institution after 9/11. Last but not least, a child tax credit system that is a major 
legislation included as a part in the US was proposed in the 2000s by Brookings 
Institution. Of course, it is not even a percent of what this institution has done, but 
only the most significant ones.  
RAND Corporation, with the intention of research support provision to 
America’s Armed Force, was founded in 1948. Over the period of its existence it 
provided essential research and survey findings to develop technology and scientific 
research. Despite its initial intentions so far the Corporation has not limited itself only 
to military, but studied international affairs, literacy and education, climate change 
and environmental issues to further better these fields. One of the biggest 
achievements of this corporation is its contribution to healthcare system and 
provision of affordable housing to families with low salaries. Also, according to the 
 
9 Interview with researcher and vice president for Policy and Research at The Middle East Institute Mr. Paul Salem, 
‘The contribution of research and study centers in public policy-making’, Baghdad, 28/01/2016.  
10 https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2017/01/05/what-do-think-tanks-do  
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article appeared in RAND’s page “One of their current focus areas is on the safety of 
delivery drones, and how policy can be shaped to ensure that the risks of using these 
aerial vehicles is minimized11. 
Center for Climate and Energy Solutions (C2ES) is situated in the United States. 
The field that it has been working for a very long periods of time is climate change 
and it tries to find way on how to address the issue with practical methods. The 
Center works with all different representatives of society. For example, they try to 
cooperate with business enterprises to make them more resilient to changes that are 
happening to climate. They maintain partnership with stakeholders and policymakers; 
it is mainly due to the fact that they want them to develop a policy ensuring climate 
change.  
It is hard to believe but it was this think tank which was able to set up a dialogue 
among more than 20 states on the topic of climate, and this was a trigger for Paris 
agreements on Climate change in 2015. Nowadays Center for Climate and Energy 
Solutions is collaborating with the Great Plains Institute to use carbon for commercial 
purposes by capturing it. In the beginning of 2018 in Center for Climate and Energy 
Solutions a report was published and it was mainly about in what ways the United 
States is able to maintain its current capacity for nuclear energy, of course not 
forgetting to make a promotion about renewable energy sources as well.  
Kaiser Family Foundation12 (KFF) global health, public welfare, reforms in 
health, health policy have been contributed noticeably by this foundation, in that 
much useful information was provided by them on these fields. It must be mentioned 
that Kaiser Family Foundation is an organization with a nonprofit profile, and as it 
can be seen from above mentioned information they direct their full attention on the 
issues related to the healthcare system in the USA. Once they have accumulated some 
data and analyzed them, their intention is to inform everyone ranging from media, 
policymakers, the general public, all the branches of government especially 
policymakers. In general they work autonomously by asking in polls different 
questions and then analyze the collected data, but there are several cases when the 
foundation may work directly with the publications such as The Washington Post and 
also NPR. Their polls are mostly specialized for identification of gaps in healthcare 
system and in what ways those found gaps can be filled. One program of theirs that 
has been helping to make under-represented groups’ voice hearable in national 
debates by conducting regular research on the experiences of the American 
population in healthcare system is called “Public Opinion and Survey Research”.  
In August 2018 Kaiser Family Foundation conducted a study which states that 
contrary to the common belief, evidence is limited on whether employment betters 
 
11 https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9995.html  
12 https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/stats_tutorial/section4/ex7_KFF.html  
"Science and Education" Scientific Journal July 2021 / Volume 2 Issue 7
www.openscience.uz 261
health or not13. According to it The Medicaid work requirements should be taken into 
consideration as well in discussions on healthcare, and also adds that in the US health 
connected issues may appear in cases when one loses health coverage owing to the 
requirements from a job. A lot more than fifty sources have been used to carry out the 
study.  
Transparify provides the first-ever global rating of the financial transparency of 
major think tanks. In early 2014, they visited the websites of over 150 think tanks in 
over 40 countries to find out whether they provide information on who funds them 
and how much they receive from each source. The good news is that there already is 
momentum towards greater transparency. In early 2015, they followed up with a 
second round of ratings of the same think tanks to see whether their transparency has 
improved. This momentum has held for our 2016 ratings - think tanks around the 
world are becoming more and more transparent14.  
As we have looked through the role of think tanks in policymaking process 
slightly inclining towards global political processes, we now can probably have a say 
about them to bring about general overview. It is almost impossible to have a hundred 
percent knowledge about foreign policymaking process and from what it is affected 
most. Because the process itself involves an array of factors which have their level of 
influence on it; therefore, we are almost deprived of a chance to know what exact 
factors play a key role in shaping decision making process. Thus, think tanks as well 
just a factor amid many other variables that have an influence on the process. They 
might provide policymakers with valuable data, research findings or just studies so 
having direct or indirect effect on entire process. As it has become obvious from 
chapter one decision making process especially in foreign policy is doubtlessly 
important and thus needs in-depth knowledge, logics, current trends in politics and of 
course public opinion. Policymakers to make their mission successfully contact with 
think tanks for their informational aid. In the past may be it was not that necessary for 
policymakers to rely on clear-cut data or public opinion in the global political 
processes, however, today it is quintessential that anyone who is engaged in 
policymaking should have exact information, findings and results to pursue a foreign 
policy successful.  
Finally, in light of international changes and changes in international relations, 
think tanks prominence will be greater in the foreign political decision-making 




14 https://www.transparify.org/about/  
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information for future international developments process, noting that it depends on 
the nature of the political system in the country15. 
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